Water of Life Lutheran Church Council meeting minutes for April 11, 2011

Call to Order:   

Larry Omland called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.

Attendance:   


Giselle White, excused absence 

Opening Devotions:    
Nancy Parker read from Romans 8:26, 27 and opened in prayer.

Approval of Agenda:   
There was no agenda for this meeting , however the council followed the standard format for council agendas. 

Minutes of the previous council meeting:     Trish Higgins made a motion to accept the           minutes, Dawn Gildersleeve seconded, motion passed.

President’s Report:  

· Everything is going well with the sanctuary clean-up.  We plan on worshiping in the sanctuary this coming Sunday, which is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week.

· Thursday is a workday beginning at 9 am.  We will clean the chairs and put everything back where it belongs in the sanctuary.

Treasurer’s Report:  

· Pastor Hugh presented the treasurer’s report as well as the March statistics.

· The question was raised as to where the money will come from for the renovations and repairs to the sanctuary and other flood damage.  It will be determined at a later time when all the costs for repairs are compiled.

· The expenses incurred from the flood damage last month created a deficit in this month’s budget figures.

Pastor’s Report:  
· Sick call and relief:  Pastor Mike Murphy is once again in the hospital. When Pastor Murphy is released he will not return to his home but will be in Round Pond Green temporarily.  Doris Bailey is in the final stage of her life.

· Pastor Hugh is preparing for Holy Week Services.

 Discussion of Committee Reports:

· Long Range Planning: No report or discussion.

· Christian Education: No report.  Dawn mentioned that the Easter Egg Hunt will be held at 9:30 am, not 10 am on Easter morning.

· Music and Worship:  

1. The next M & W meeting will be held this coming Wednesday, April 13th.

2. A piano player will be needed for two services this spring, one on May 1st and the other June 12th.  A couple of women from the congregation have volunteered to at least play the hymns and the liturgy will be spoken.

3.  On June 5th a supply pastor will be needed since both Pastor Hugh and Carolyn Neighoff will be attending Synod Assembly.

4. Once again there was some discussion about the hymns.  Some folks with no Lutheran background are unfamiliar with the hymns we have been singing.  Trish suggested that members write down some hymns they would like to sing and put into her mailbox or the suggestion box.

· Property:   There was no written report. William Leinonen set a date for a Work Day on June 4th.  Breakfast will be prepared at 9 am for both men and women of the church and Work Day will follow.

· Parish Life:   

1. Coffee hour is going well with more people signing up.  Larry mentioned that more donations need to come in to cover the cost of our coffee supplies so he will make an announcement as a reminder to coffee drinkers.

2. Cooks, helpers, and food supplies are needed for the Easter Breakfast.  The confirmation class will help as well as some church members.  Jack Crommett usually assists with the breakfast as well as purchasing food.  We’re not sure if he will be able to help this year.  Dawn offered to purchase food after consulting with Jack about what is needed.

· Mission and Outreach:
1. No report

2. Of the $1518 amount in M & O, $700 has been spent.

3. Ecumenical Food Pantry needs both money and food because of increased demand.  There was a record number, 100, visitors on a recent Tuesday. Nancy and Cliff Parker will bring in a bag of food that represents what is distributed to the patrons so our congregation can see what is needed.  The next Noisy Offering will also be for the EFP.  Joan mentioned that WOL is also giving to other local food pantries.

Review of Calendar for April and May:   It is necessary to fill in the large calendar in the fellowship room with events in order to have them included in the newsletter.  Nancy mentioned the National Day of Prayer event which is held on May 5th (always the first Thursday in the month of May).  It will be at 6 pm in the Newcastle Square Park next to the Congregational Church.  Nancy will send information to Lori Bailey to post on the website.

Old Business:  

· Church secretary position is “on hold” for the time being due to the anticipated expenses associated with the corrective measures to the landscape/drainage area around the church.  Maybe it will be addressed later in the year.

· To be on the safe side, William decided to change the propone tank to a new one before the Easter Breakfast in case it ran out in the middle of the breakfast preparation.

· William has fixed the glass doors between the fellowship room and the sanctuary so they don’t drag on the carpet but the lock still hasn’t been fixed.

· All the carpet in the fellowship room and sanctuary will be professionally cleaned on Tuesday, April 12th by Kingdom Cleaners.

· There was some discussion about the entry mats at the door of the fellowship room slipping around.  The council decided to leave them as they are for now but look into securing them a little better.

New Business:  

· Noisy offering this Sunday, April 17th, will be for the Ecumenical Food Pantry since not too much came in the last Noisy Offering on April 3rd.

· Nancy mentioned again that she works on Monday nights at Weight Watchers and it is difficult to leave before 6:30 pm.  The council agreed to start church council meetings at 7 pm rather than 6:30 pm beginning with the council meeting in May.

Next Meeting:    

· May 9th at 7 pm.

· Opening devotions: Ragnhild
· Closing prayer: Pastor Hugh

Move to Adjourn:   Ragnhild made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Joan.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:48 pm.
